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Abstract:
This deliverable contains a short description of the PEARLS Project website (PPW), including
the construction of the PPW by participants in WP1 PEARLS INTERACTION PLATFORM under
the supervision of the coordinator. The website will run throughout the project to present
research achievements, staff exchange results, publications and news and events. An On-Line
Atlas has been created for fieldwork activities and results. The public section of the PPW will
be disseminated to the general public through social media (i.e., Facebook, Twitter, Instagram
and Pinterest).
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I. Introduction
This deliverable describes the PEARLS Project website (PPW). The PPW’s main goal is to
strengthen external communication and to develop and implement tools that facilitate
participants’ day-to-day work on the Project. The PPW is one of the main objectives of Work
Package 1 PEARLS INTERACTION PLATFORM. WP1’s first task is a data sharing platform, with
key information on the project and contact information for all partners. The public section of
the project website is for public communication.
The Pearls Project Website provides:
- The project-related information and news.
- A description of work packages and their goals.
- An Online Atlas that displays on screen the main fieldwork results of staff exchange through
secondments.
- A repository used to store Deliverables, PEARLS members’ publications and other documents.
- A Good-to-Know section with events and other activities.
The following sections of this document present on the tools involved in the WPs.
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Website implementation

The implementation of the Pearls Project website was completed using Wordpress and Divi
Builder system. Wordpress is a world well-known and widely used CMS that allows a faster
prototyping in both design and functionality. In addition is highly compatible and works with
w3c standards. Divi builder system provides adaptability easy designs while working. It also
gives the opportunity to see changes in real time integrated into a production system. This way
it is flexible to accommodate changes and future needs. In this combination of Wordpress and
Divi Builder every element is placed where we want to make more visual and well organized
contents for the visitors. Also Wordpress assures the perfect combination of technology and
compatibility with major browsers and the expandability of future needs for the Pearls project
website. It’s consistent and his periodically updates work well with software changes in the
future without affecting functionality.
1. Website standards compliance
Pearls Project website pages have been tested to comply with the HTML5 standard, using the
W3C Markup Validator. Even though the PWW comply with both the CSS and CSS3 standards,
the situation is more complicated in regards to CSS. We have chosen to use CSS3 for the Pearls
Project website because it simplifies the implementation of aesthetic elements such as
rounded element corners, element shadows etc…
However, the CSS3 standard is currently and will be a work in progress. So, while we have
taken every care for our CSS code, it has been proved impossible to have CSS3 code that both
validates on the W3C CSS Validator and works on all popular browsers. This made us take a
more pragmatic approach and instead strive to have our pages rendered correctly with the
latest versions of all popular web browsers.
2. Hosting
For the Pearls Project website we have chosen Raiola Networks, a Spanish company, which
deliver fast and reliable hosting services from their servers in France. It has also proven
reliability, secure functioning and fast work with their SSD hostings.
3.

Hardware

The Pearls Project website is hosted by Raiola Networks services, their servers are located in
France. The hosting server features a total memory of 1024mb ultra fast ram memory. 5GB of
solid state drive space, which increases the speed of delivered data. The Raiola servers are
based on Linux and provide SSL certified by Let´s Encrypt.
The server is protected by firewalls in order to minimize the risk of cyber-threats. As an
additional security measure, Raiola Network provides a security copy every day in case of any
malfunction.
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Software

For serving the PEARLS Project website we use this software stack:
• CloudLinux as the operating system
• Apache as the web server
• PHP for dynamic interactive web page support
• MySQL as the database backend
• Wordpress as CMS
• Divi Builder System as Design framework inside Wordpress
All the components of the stack have been built in one server. The server is dedicated to
running the MySQL server, the Apache web server and generate the dynamic pages using
Wordpress CMS. Wordpress is a generic web framework based in PHP and MySQL. For serving
and managing our pages we use Wordpress a Content Management System and for designing
we use Divi Builder System, is a modular theme framework. The benefit of the Divi Builder and
Wordpress combo is that they provide a clear, well documented Application designing
interface. They are much more compact and updated than other solutions, which make
tweaking and extending them much easier. This could prove useful in case we need to extend
the functionality of the Pearls Project website beyond the initial standards and requirements.
An additional benefit of this combo is the existing expertise of the Divi and Wordpress
supporters dedicated to maintaining and improving the Wordpress code.
Finally, it should be noticed that all the software components will be regularly updated. This
way security vulnerabilities will be kept at a minimum level.
5. Website description and screenshots
The Pearls Project website can be found at http://pearlsproject.org/
The PPW is organised into different user-friendly sections that can be easily navigated and
updated. This is due in part to the photographs of renewable energy landscapes provided by
PEARLS members.
The website is divided into six main sections:
 HOME
 ABOUT US
 WORK PACKAGES
 ONLINE ATLAS
 RESOURCES
 GOOD TO KNOW

The following gives information about the initial design of the site together with a brief
explanation of its aim and contents.
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Home
This section provides an overview of the Pearls Project: the scroll feature can be used to read
through its mission and headline statement, geographical coverage, cultural diversity, project
structure and a ‘Contact Us’ form. Geographical coverage and cultural diversity are
represented through historical maps, interesting images and original texts on or closely-related
to renewable energies, provided by the consortium as a whole. The project structure presents
the logos of the thirteen participants together with the Advisory Board members’ names and
logos. Finally, the ‘Contact Us’ form links to EUSOCLAB at the University of Seville (Spain),
which is the body responsible for constructing and maintaining the website.
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About us
This section contains information about the research project, partners, the team and
secondments.
._ The Project
This sub-section contains detailed information about the research and innovation skills and
abilities of the Pearls Project. A variety of layouts with vertical scrolling include the following:









Summary
Participants
Relevance
Aims and objectives
Research Questions
Impact
Ethics
Gender Balance
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._ Partners
This sub-section contains information about Pearls Project Partners with detailed information
by country. Academic and non-academic partners are represented by their logos and titles.
Finally, links to their own websites are also included.
A sub-section presents the Advisory Board with information about both the board’s
organisation and representatives. Links to own websites are also provided.
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._ Our team
This sub-section introduces research staff, professionals and technicians to the public. The aim
is to showcase the people who support the project. Links to Research Gate and Linkedin are
provided in most cases.
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._ Secondments
The last sub-section presents staff exchange, which is the basis of any MSC RISE project.
Detailed information about each secondment beneficiary and experience will be progressively
implemented through the website, including:






Name and Organisation
Secondment destination
Photo
Secondment period)
Related Work Package

Brief testimonials will be provided by secondees outlining their secondments and recounting
personal experiences.
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Work Packages
This subsection includes a detailed explanation of the seven Work Packages in the Pearls
Project. The first six work packages are structured in the same way, in one or two columns,
Information is as follows:






Focus and WP Participants
Objectives
Tasks
Deliverables (also connected to the RESOURCES repository)
Related Work Packages and a diagram showing WP relationships.

Below is shown the corresponding section of the Work Package 2 as an example of the
structures that WP 1 - 6 will follow.
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Work Package number 7 is devoted to Ethics Requirements and structured around Ethics
relating to Humans, Personal Data Protection and Third Countries. This WP7 sub-section ends
with a list of Ethics Deliverables.
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Online Atlas
The Online Atlas section is an iterative and participatory tool for PEARLS members. Clicking on
markers opens fold-down scrollable worksheets for each case study and reference case that
will be available throughout the duration of the project. The purpose of the Online Atlas is to
provide an overview of renewable energy landscapes through the regional diversity of
participant countries.
The Online Atlas section is still under construction.
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Resources
This section includes an information repository. The repository system is based on the Word
Press file system. The information contains: Project deliverables; Pearls Project member
publications; bibliography; documents and web links. The aim of this repository is to bring
project results together in a single place while also hosting them for dissemination and
communication. The Project deliverables sub-section provides links to each of the deliverables
in their corresponding WPs. Publications include scientific papers, Open Access, Proceedings
and other materials produced by Pearls Project members. The last sub-section contains a
broad spectrum of working documents based on specific books, working documents in
different languages and weblinks displaying PEARLS Project’s regional diversity.
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Good to Know
The website ends with a final section with a two column layout. Good to Know has a dual
purpose. From day one the left-hand column will provide up-to-date information about the
project’s day-to-day and any activities that involve or affect the consortium as a whole. It is a
record of the Project that documents any good practices or dysfunctions that may arise and
how to work to correct them. The main column on the right will list all the news and events
related to the various activities and main achievements of the Project. The is designed to be
the key outcome for disseminating project activities to the scientific and R&I community while
also providing information targeted at multiple audiences.
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6. Future sections
The project website will be implemented along the project life span. The first action will be the
construction of the intranet platform for internal project communication (D6.1: Internal
Communication). This will provide key information on the Project and contact information for
all partners. It will include the creation, distribution and updating of the project handbook and
the implementation and administration of the online collaboration platform.
The second action will be to put in place an online geographic information system (web-GIS)
based on Service Oriented Architecture (SOA) (D.4.3: Web GIS Platform), designed and
implemented in connection with WP1 and WP6 (D.4.2; D.4.3). The Web-GIS platform will
demonstrate the versatility and efficiency of the methodologies and tools for reference case
studies and renewable energy landscapes, irrespective of geographical, spatial and/or social
factors.
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Conclusions

This deliverable has presented the communication, dissemination and collaboration
infrastructure used by the PEARLS Project. This infrastructure consists of a multifunctional
Project Website that contains project research information and implementation; an Online
Atlas; a file repository; a contact link and social media presence. The web page was designed
and implemented from the scratch based on open source tools (e.g., Django CMS, OwnCloud)
and is hosted by the FORTH datacentre. Both the website and file repository are maintained by
FORTH and meet all the requirements of the Pearls Project.
This deliverable will be relevant for the Pearls Project’s communication strategy. The project
website will be used for external communication once results and information have been
secured for publications and IPR. Project vision, mission, aims, progress and outcomes will be
publicised through the Pearls Project Website and social media activities. Twitter, Instagram
and Pinterest are the outlets chosen for the project’s Social media presence to date.
The project website will also include a restricted access internal communication platform for
partners and GIS tools for mapping and sharing results. The project website will be linked to
the USE website (www.us.es) and cross-linked to other beneficiaries’ websites.
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PEARLS Consortium
USE

Contact:

C/ S Fernando 4, Sevilla 41004 Spain

María-José Prados

1

2

CLANER

Contact:

C/ Pierre Laffitte nº6 Edificio CITTIC TECNOLÓGICO DE AN,
Málaga 29590 Spain

Carlos Rojo Jiménez

Territoria

Contact:

C/ Cruz Roja nº10 piso 1 pta b Sevilla 41008 Spain

Michela Ghislanzoni

3
ICSUL
4

Avda Prof Anibal de Bettencourt 9, Lisboa 1600 189,
Portugal

ENERCOUTIM
5

Centro de Artes e Oficios, Rua Das Tinas 1 esq, Alcoutim
8970 064, Portugal

COOPERNICO
6

Praca Duque de Terceira 24 4 Andar 24 Lisboa 1200 161
Portugal

Contact:
Ana Delicado
Contact:
Marc Rechtel
Contact:

UNITN

Ana Rita Antunes
Contact:

Via Calepina 14, Trento 38122, Italy

Rossano Albatici
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AUTH
8

University Campus Administration Bureau, Thessaloniki
54124 Greece

GSH
9

Contact:
Eva Loukogeorgaki
Contact:

Gkonosati 88A, Metamorfosi, Athina 14452 Greece

Vasiliki
Charalampopoulou

AKKT

Contact:

Vasileos Georgiou, 15 Thessaloniki 54640 Greece

Ahí Mantouza

TSAKOUMIS

Contact:

Vasileos Georgiou 15, Thessaloniki 54640 Greece

Georgios Tsakoumis

Ben-Gurion University of the Negev

Contact:

P.O.B. 653 Beer-Sheva 8410501 Israel

Na’ama Teschner

SP Interface

Contact:

8 Nave Matz St, Rehovot 7624416 Israel

Daniel Madar
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