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Abstract 
 

 
The deliverable 5.2. is a Methodological course on social analysis and participatory methods for 
the business and CSO sectors. This course took place online on the 27th, 28th and 29th of March 
2023. Researchers from ICSUL and the company Ethics for Growth shared knowledge on citizen 
engagement, a tool-kit for policy co-design and implementation and Future studies applied to 
community engagement. 

24 members from 11 organisations of the PEARLS team registered for the course and between 
7 and 11 participants attended each session. The presentations and video recordings of the 
sessions were made available to registered participants. This report gives an account of the 
organisation of the course and the contents of each session, including the presentations. 
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1. Introduction 

 
WP5 Social Innovation and Public Engagement aims to reinforce the social dimension in 
renewable energy development. It aims to explore how resources from social research can be 
used to enhance the involvement of communities, to tap into local knowledge to create 
innovative solutions, to defuse potential causes for conflict around landscapes and cultural 
values. 

WP5 is led by ICSUL (PT) and includes 11 other PEARLS partners: USE (ES), UPO (ES), CLANER 
(ES), Territoria (ES), ENERCOUTIM (PT), COOPERNICO (PT), AUTH (GR), GSH (GR) and 
Ben-Gurion University of the Negev (IL). 

WP5 comprises three tasks: 

• Task 1: Case studies of social innovation and entrepreneurship in the energy sector. This 
task consists of the identification of relevant cases of social innovation regarding 
renewable energy (novel more sustainable solutions to problems such as community 
opposition, landscape impacts and under developed RE generation potential) through 
document analysis and interviews with stakeholders. A common template was designed 
for data collection in order to derive comparable information and best practices jointly 
with WP2 to WP4. A scientific paper on case studies of social innovation and 
entrepreneurship in the energy sector is under evaluation in the journal Energy Research 
and Social Sciences. 

• Task 2. Landscape and cultural analysis. This task consists of developing studies on 
landscape and cultural factors in potential locations for renewable energy. Researchers 
will gather information on local cultural valuations of landscape and heritage in order to 
assess and anticipate potential conflicts and resistance to renewable energy facilities 
and help devise alternative locations or mitigation measures (through visual tools and 
other planning devices in cross-cooperation with WP4). 

• Task 3. Training in social analysis and participatory methods according to WP1 
communication and dissemination strategy. This comprises the organisation of a 
methodological course on social analysis and participatory methods, aimed at 
researchers and technicians from business and civil society organisations (CSO), and a 
final integration seminar with all participants in the WP, which will take place at ICSUL. 

This deliverable concerns Task 3. It is an account of the training course that was organised by 
ICSUL in March 2023. The report summarises the content of the three sessions of training course, 
including the slides that were presented, and provides a brief reflection on the results. 
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2. Organisation of the training course 

 
Task 3 of WP 5 Social Innovation consisted of training in social analysis and participatory 
methods, in line with WP1’s communication and dissemination strategy. This comprises the 
organisation of a methodological course on social analysis and participatory methods aimed at 
researchers and technicians from business and civil society organisations (D5.1) and a final 
integration seminar with all participants in the WP, which will take place at ICSUL (D 5.2). 

Besides its role as leader of WP5, ICSUL has substantial experience in organising participatory 
events of a scientific nature and providing training on participatory methodologies to its students, 
including a dedicated post-graduate course on research methodologies. The training event 
would also involve partner Ethics 4 Growth, from Italy, due to their experience in this area. Table 
2.1 contains the short biographies of the trainers. 

Table 2.1. Biographies of trainers 

João Mourato (ICSUL): Research Fellow. His research focuses on the dynamics of the evolution of Spatial 
Planning as a public policy in Portugal. In particular, he analyses learning processes and institutional adaptation 
logics in the face of a changing legal, regulatory and political framework. He has a degree in Architecture/Urban 
Management and a PhD in Town Planning from the University College London with a dissertation on the impact 
of the process of Europeanization in the preparation of the National Programme for Spatial Planning Policy. He 
was a research associate at the Centre for Territorial Strategies and Policies of the Centre for Geographical 
Studies. He has participated in several projects on the prospects for development and territorial cohesion of the 
European Union. He was a consultant of the Directorate General for Spatial Planning and Urban Development. 

 

Ana Delicado (ICSUL): Senior Research Fellow. She has a PhD in sociology (2006) and she works mainly in social 
studies of science. She has being doing research on energy issues and climate change since 2010, in national and 
internationally funded projects. She is currently coordinating the ICSUL team in the projects PEARLS and 
PilotSTRATEGY CO2 Geological Pilots in Strategic Territories She was a national delegate to COST Action TU 1401 
"Renewable Energy and Landscape Quality (RELY)." She teaches on participatory research methods and is 
particularly interested in public engagement with science. 

 

Roberto Falanga (ICSUL): Research Fellow. He obtained a PhD degree in Democracy in the 21st Century 
(Sociology) at the University of Coimbra in 2013. His research focuses on the analysis of processes of civic 
participation for decision making, with a focus on Southern Europe in transnational perspective. He was co- 
principal investigator of the European Commission funded project ROCK - Regeneration and Optimisation of 
Cultural heritage in creative and Knowledge cities (2017-2020). He is currently coordinating the ICSUL team of the 
project funded by the European Commission INCITE-DEM Inclusive Citizenship in a world in Transformation: Co-
Designing for Democracy, as well as the project "Institutional Model of Policy Evaluation" in a partnership 
between ICSUL and Planapp - Competence Center for Planning, Policy and Prospective Public Administration. 

Giuseppe Macca (ethics4growth): Entrepreneur, passionate about sustainability and CSR expert, I have always 
dreamed about impacting the world. During my studies in political sciences at LUISS (Rome) I realize that one 
possible way of achieving it is by changing the way we do business. Travel addict, before getting back to Sicily, I 
had experiences in Buenos Aires, Sao Paulo, Boston Durham (UK). In 2020 I have launched the social innovation 
studio ethics4growth (https://ethics4growth.com/) and now I am also teaching Ethics and CSR in the faculty of 
international marketing of the University of Manizales (Colombia). I'm attending a PhD in economics at the 
University of Enna "Kore", investigating the performance of the Bcorps and the alternative development 
economic models. 
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Figure 2.1 Training course programme 

 

 
It was decided that the training would take place online, over the course of three consecutive 
afternoons at the end of March 2023. The option for an online format was justified by the 
objective of reaching the widest number of participants from the consortium organisations, 
academic and non-academic, and by the fact that no secondments were being carried out at 
ICSUL at the time. Figure 2.1 shows the programme of the training course. 

The training course was advertised among the project partners in February 2023 and a 
registration form was created. 24 people registered and Table 2.2 details their home institutions. 
The link for the Zoom sessions was sent to registered participants the week before the course. 
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Table 2.2 Registered participants by organisation 
 

Organisation Number of participants 

Consortis 1 

Coopérnico 4 

Ethics4growth 1 

Geosystems Hellas SA 1 

Habitech 1 

Regional Goverment of Andalusia 1 

Territoria SLU 1 

University of Huelva 1 

University of Seville 9 

University of Trento 2 
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3. Training course 

The training course comprised three two-hour sessions, in three consecutive dates (27-29 March 
2023). Each session was designed to raise awareness of the theoretical framing underpinning 
participatory methodologies, the methods and techniques used in participatory endeavours and 
the ethical and procedural issues to be considered. Trainers provided concrete examples of 
participatory methodologies, encouraged discussion with participants and in one case 
developed a participatory exercise. 

This section summarises the content of each session and includes the slides that were presented. 
 

 
3.1 Toolkit for policy co-design and implementation, 27th March 2023 

 
The first session of the training course was delivered by João Morato (ICSUL), assisted by PhD 
student Vera Ferreira. This session focused on a toolkit for policy co-design and implementation. 
It introduced methodologies such as forecast, scenarios and visioning backcasting, concentrating 
on the later, as a widely used tool in managing the transition towards sustainability. 

This session included a participatory exercise, in which training participants were divided into 
two groups and asked to fill in two Miro boards, one concerning the Radar for Change (Figure 
3.1.1) and the other the Radar for Action (Figure 3.1.2). Group A worked with the desired end 
“Renewable Energy Infrastructure is Landscape-friendly” and Group B with “Renewable Energy 
Transition includes Fair and Just Citizen Participation”. 

 

 
Figure 3.1.1 Miro Boards: Radar for Change, group B 
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Figure 3.1.2 Miro Boards: Radar for Action, group B 
 

 

 
3.1.1 Presentations slides 
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3.2 Citizen Engagement Training, 28th March 2023 

 
The second session of the training course was delivered by Roberto Falanga (ICS ULisboa) and 
addressed citizen engagement. The first part framed the issue of engagement against the 
backdrop of citizen participation in the production of scientific knowledge and the balance of 
power between experts and citizens. The second introduced participatory methods and listed 
different techniques than can be used, highlighting Action Research. The third part discussed 
theories of participation, Arnstein’s ladder of participation and the definition of publics. The 
fourth part dealt with co-creation and co-production of knowledge. The fifth part discussed the 
effect of the pandemic on participation. 

Finally, in the sixth part, a set of examples of participatory initiatives in the city of Lisbon were 
shown: the portal Lisboa Participa, participatory budgets, BipZip (a programme for 
underprivileged neighbourhoods in the city), the EU project ROCK and the citizen’s council. 
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3.2.1 Presentations slides 
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3.3 Citizen engagement in renewable energies and future studies, 29th March 2023 

 
The third session of the training programme comprised two presentations, the first by Ana 
Delicado (ICS ULisboa) and the second by Giuseppe Macca (ethics4growth). 

The first presentation had a mainly introductory aim regarding citizen participation in renewable 
energy. It addressed participation in Environmental Impact Assessment public consultations and 
the limits to participation current legislation imposes in Portugal and Spain and the new 
opportunities for participation that energy communities offer. It also presented the Action 
Catalogue compiled by the EU project Engage 2020 and highlighted the importance of using 
methodologies when discussing renewable energy siting. 

The second presentation introduced future studies (Miller 2018) and their application to citizen 
engagement. Macca exhorted participants to fill in a brief survey (Figures 3.3.1 and 3.3.2) and 
provided examples of how future labs are used to discuss with citizens topics such as 
participatory planning, development strategies, student counselling, and designing places and 
spaces. 

 

 
Figure 3.3.1 Brief online survey about perceptions of the future 

 

 

 
Figure 3.3.2 Survey results on perceptions of the future 

 



 H2020-MSCA-RISE-2017 – 778039 PEARLS D.5.2 

31 

 

 

 
 

3.3.1 Presentations slides: part I 
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3.3.2 Presentations slides: part II 
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4. Results 
 

 
The training course achieved most of the expected results. The sessions attained a reasonable 
balance between theoretical framing, technical advice and practical examples regarding 
participatory methodologies. 

Although we did not perform an evaluation of the sessions, the questions posed during and at 
the end of each session showed that participants were motivated and interested. The sessions 
were well attended and participants asked to receive copies of the presentations and the 
recordings. After the course they were sent a link to an online folder with all these materials. 

Nevertheless, it should be noted that the number of participants who actually attended the 
sessions (Table 4.1) was somewhat fairly lower than the number of people who registered for 
the course. Also, the majority came from academic partners of the consortium, whereas 
companies and CSO were the intended target audience for training. 

 

 
Table 4.1 Number of participants by training topic 

 

Date Topic Number of 
participants 

27th March Toolkit for policy design and 
implementation 

11 

28th March Citizen engagement 
methodology 

7 

29th March Citizen engagement in RE 
and future studies 

11 
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