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Abstract 

 

The deliverable D 5.1. is a Seminar on Energy Communities for all partners involved in WP5. This 
seminar took place in hybrid form (at ICS and online) on the 20th June 2023. Researchers from 
ICSUL (PT), Coopernico (PT), Territoria (ES), Universidad Pablo de Olavide (ES), and Ethics for 
growth (IT) shared knowledge on energy communities, based on the secondments and the 
research work that has been conducted throughout the project. 

The seminar was open to the public and was publicised in the usual channels of ICS and the 
Research Group SHIFT. 19 persons registered to participate online, 5 of them external to the 
project (4 from a Portuguese government agency of the energy sector). On the day of the 
seminar, 5 persons were present at ICS and 14 joined online. This report gives an account of the 
organisation of the seminar and the contents of the presentations. 
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1. Introduction 
 

WP5 Social Innovation and Public Engagement aims to reinforce the social dimension in 
renewable energy development. It aims to explore how resources from social research can be 
used to enhance the involvement of communities, to tap into local knowledge to create 
innovative solutions, to defuse potential causes for conflict around landscapes and cultural 
values. 

WP5 is led by ICSUL (PT) and includes 11 other PEARLS partners: USE (ES), UPO (ES), CLANER 
(ES), Territoria (ES), ENERCOUTIM (PT), COOPERNICO (PT), AUTH (GR), GSH (GR) and Ben-Gurion 
University of the Negev (IL).  

WP5 comprises three tasks: 

• Task 1: Case studies of social innovation and entrepreneurship in the energy sector. This 
task consists of the identification of relevant cases of social innovation regarding 
renewable energy (novel more sustainable solutions to problems such as community 
opposition, landscape impacts, underdeveloped RE generation potential) through 
document analysis and interviews with stakeholders. A common template was designed 
for data collection in order to derive comparable information and best practices jointly 
with WP2 to WP4. Scientific paper on case studies of social innovation and 
entrepreneurship in the energy sector is under evaluation at the journal Energy 
Research and Social Sciences.  

• Task 2. Landscape and cultural analysis. This task consists of developing studies on 
landscape and cultural factors in potential locations for renewable energy. Researchers 
will gather information on local cultural valuations of landscape and heritage in order to 
assess and anticipate potential conflicts and resistance to renewable energy facilities 
and help devise alternative locations or mitigation measures (through visual tools and 
other planning devices in cross cooperation with WP4).  

• Task 3. Training in social analysis and participatory methods according to WP1 
communication and dissemination strategy. This comprises the organisation of a 
methodological course on social analysis and participatory methods, aimed at 
researchers and technicians from business and civil society organisations (CSO), and a 
final integration seminar with all participants in the WP, which will take place at ICSUL 

This deliverable concerns Task 3. It is an account of the seminar that was organised by ICSUL in 
June 2023. The report summarises the content of preentations, including the slides that were 
presented, and provides a brief reflexion on the results.  
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2. Organisation of the seminar 

 

Task 3 of WP 5 Social Innovation consisted of training in social analysis and participatory 
methods, in line with WP1 communication and dissemination strategy. This comprises the 
organisation of a methodological course on social analysis and participatory methods aimed at 
researchers and technicians from business and civil society organisations (D5.1, completed in 
March 2023) and a final integration seminar with all participants in the WP, which took place at 
ICSUL in June 2023 (D 5.2). 

As leader of WP5, ICSUL has been coordinating research work on energy communities in four of 
the participant countries in the project: Portugal, Spain, Italy and Greece. The work has been 
carried out during the secondments, combining the efforts of visiting researchers/technicians 
and host researchers/technicians. A report is under preparation, concerning the policy 
framework and present situation of energy communities and two case study summaries from 
each country. The presentations were mostly based on this report. The absence of Greece is due 
to a late start in fieldwork in this country. 

 

Table 2.1. Biographies of presenters 

Alekson Luz (Coopernico): He is a production technician at the cooperative Coopernico. He 
holds a Master degree in Energy and Environment from the Faculty of Sciences of the 
University of Lisbon. 
 
Ricardo Iglesias (Univ. Pablo de Olavide): Associate Professor in the department of 
Geography, History and Philosophy. PhD since 2014, his main field of research is the analysis 
of inequalities and social challenges. 
 
Mónica Truninger (ICSUL): Senior Research Fellow. She has a PhD in sociology (2006) from 
the University of Manchester. Her research interests are mainly in sustainable food 
consumption and provisioning systems, but she has also done research on renewable 
energies, the European Green Deal and public opinion on sustainability. She has been the 
national coordinator of several international projects funded on various topics such as 
sustainable food consumption, food freshness, food poverty and security, consumers’ food 
safety practices. She has published widely in national and international journals. She 
currently leads the research group SHIFT – Environment, Territory and Society at ICS-
ULisboa. 
 
Giuseppe Macca (ethics4growth, Pi.Ro.Ca): Entrepreneur, passionate about sustainability 
and CSR expert, I have always dreamed about impacting the world. During my studies in 
political sciences at LUISS (Rome) I realize that one possible way of achieving it is by 
changing the way we do business. Travel addict, before getting back to Sicily, I had 
experiences in Buenos Aires, Sao Paulo, Boston Durham (UK). In 2020 I have launched the 
social innovation studio ethics4growth (https://ethics4growth.com/) and now I am also 
teaching Ethics and CSR in the faculty of international marketing of the University of 
Manizales (Colombia). I'm attending a PhD in economics at the University of Enna "Kore", 
investigating the performance of the Bcorps and the alternative development economic 
models. 
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Vera Ferreira (ICSUL): hD Candidate in Climate Change and Sustainable Development 
Policies at the Institute of Social Sciences of the University of Lisbon. She is a member of the 
Research Group on Environment, Territory and Society (SHIFT RG). Her thesis project is titled 
“The Portuguese energy transition in the 2050 horizon: an analysis through the energy 
democracy concept” and her current research interests include energy democracy and just 
energy transitions.   
 
Ana Delicado (ICSUL): Senior Research Fellow. She has a PhD in sociology (2006) and she 
works mainly in social studies of science. She has being doing research on energy issues and 
climate change since 2010, in national and internationally funded projects. She is currently 
coordinating the ICSUL team in the projects PEARLS and PilotSTRATEGY CO2 Geological 
Pilots in Strategic Territories She was a national delegate to COST Action TU 1401 
"Renewable Energy and Landscape Quality (RELY)." She is particularly interested in public 
engagement with science. 
 

  

Figure 2.2 Seminar programme 
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Figure 2.1 shows the programme of the seminar. The date was set taking in account Ricardo 
Iglesias’ secondment at Coopernico. There were no other researchers doing secondments in 
Lisbon at the time.  

The seminar was advertised among the project partners and to the general public through the 
communication channels of ICS (website, social networks, weekly newsletter). A registration 
form was created for online participants, the face-to-face event was free admission. 19 persons 
registered to participate online, 5 of them external to the project (4 from a Portuguese 
government agency of the energy sector). Table 2.2 details their home institutions. The link for 
the Zoom sessions was sent to registered participants a few days before the seminar.  

 

 

Table 2.2 Registered participants by organisation 

Organisation Number of 
participants 

Coopérnico 3 
Consortis 2 
Aristotle University of Thessaloniki 2 
ICSUL 2 
Universidad de Sevilla 2 
ethics4growth 1 
Universidad de Huelva 1 
University of Trento 1 
Other 5 
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3. Seminar 

The seminar started at 2.30pm and ended at 5pm. Some speakers were in the room, others 
intervened through Zoom. 5 persons were present at ICS and 14 joined online. The order of 
presentations was slightly changed to accommodate requests from the presenters who had 
conflicting schedules: first Italy, second Spain and then Portugal. After the presentations from 
each country, the audience had the opportunity to ask questions to the speakers. The discussion 
was lively and relevant for improving the report that is being prepared. At the end of the 
seminar, the project coordinator, María-José Prados, proffered a final comment on the topic. 

This section summarises the content of each presentation and includes the slides that were 
presented. 

 

3.1 Introduction 

The WP5 coordinator, Ana Delicado (ICSUL) began the seminar with a short introduction to the 
project PEARLS and to the topic of renewable energy communities.  Definitions of social 
innovation, renewable energy communities and citizen energy communities, derived from 
European directives, were presented. The programme of the seminar was briefly introduced. 

 

3.1.1 Presentation slides 
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3.2 Energy communities in Portugal 

Two presentations gave a brief outline of state of the art in terms of energy communities in 
Portugal.  The first, by Alekson Luz (Coopernico), after a short overview of the history and 
activities of the cooperative, addressed the case of a renewable energy community in the North 
of Portugal, Vila Boa do Bispo. He explained the process of setting up the energy community, 
the involvement of different partners, and the legal framework. 

The second presentation, by Ricardo Iglesias (Univ. Pablo de Olavide), focused on the case of 
São Luís, one of the first energy communities that emerged in Portugal, even before the 



PEARLS D.5.1   H2020-MSCA-RISE-2017 – 778039 

12 
 

regulation of these organisations. He explained what he found in fieldwork done in 2019 and 
2023, the challenges faced by the project and its future prospects. 

 

 

3.2.1 Presentation slides: first presentation 
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3.2.2 Presentation slides: second presentation 
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3.3 Energy Communities in Spain 
 

In the absence of Michela Ghislanzoni (Territoria), who had previous commitments, Monica 
Truninger (ICSUL) presented the results of the work they had been conducting since 2019 on 
Spanish energy communities. She started by mentioning the delays in policy that hindered the 
development of the communities, then presented the characteristics of existing or in planning 
communities. Afterwards, two cases studies of renewable energy communities were discussed, 
on in a rural setting, another in an urban one. 
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3.3.1 Presentations slides 
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3.4 Energy Communities in Italy 

The situation of energy communities in Italy was the topic of two presentations. The first, by 
Giuseppe Macca (ethics4growth), who opted for not showing slides, addressed the legal 
framework of energy communities in Italy and then proceeded to present the case of FERLA, an 
energy community in Sicily, initiated by the municipality. The second presentation, by Vera 
Ferreira (ICSUL), focused on the case of the energy community “La Buona Fonte”, in 
Riccomassimo, a village in the mountains of Northern Italy, which was awarded the distinction 
of ‘most innovative REC in Italy’ by the Italian Forum of Energy Communities. 
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3.4.1 Presentation slides: second presentation 
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4. Results 

 

The seminar achieved most of the expected results. It gave project members the opportunity to 
show the results of their research, discussed them with partners, some of whom not directly 
involved in WP5, exchange experiences and showcase the benefits of international and inter-
sectorial secondments.  

Although we did not perform an evaluation of the seminar, the questions posed during and at 
the end of the seminar showed that participants were motivated and interested. The seminar 
was well attended and contributed to improve the report that is being prepared on the topic, as 
well as future conference presentations and academic publications on the topic of renewable 
energy communities. 

Nevertheless, it should be noted that this a very popular topic at the moment and a wider 
audience would be expected. Not all registered participants actually attended and it was 
unfortunate that the Greek cases could not be yet discussed. 
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2 
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Contact: 
Ricardo Iglesias 

4 
 

ICSUL 
Avda Prof Anibal de Bettencourt 9, Lisboa 1600 189, 
Portugal 

Contact: 
Ana Delicado 

5 
 

UNITN 
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Contact: 
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Ben-Gurion University of the Negev 
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Contact: 
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8  
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Málaga 29590 Spain 

Contact: 
Carlos Rojo Jiménez 
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Territoria 
C/ Cruz Roja nº10 piso 1 pta b Sevilla 41008 Spain 

Contact: 
Michela Ghislanzoni 

10 

 

COOPERNICO 
Praca Duque de Terceira 24 4 Andar 24 Lisboa 1200 161 
Portugal  

Contact: 
 
Ana Rita Antunes 

11 
 

ENERCOUTIM 
Centro de Artes e Oficios, Rua Das Tinas 1 esq, Alcoutim 
8970 064, Portugal 

Contact: 
Marc Rechtel 

12  
HABITECH 
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Contact: 
Marcello Curci 
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E4G 
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Contact: 
Giuseppe Macca 

14 
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Contact: 
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15 
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Contact:  
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16  
CONS Geo 
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Georgios Tsakoumis 

17  
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